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BVAA Brexit Guidelines in Respect of the Pressure Equipment Directive 
2014/68/EU - Updated September 2021 

 

BV002412         3rd September 2021 
 
Updated Document 
This is an update of BV002329 issued in December 2020. This update is issued following the UK 
Government announcement to extend the implementation period of the UKCA mark scheme. Use of the 
UKCA mark for pressure equipment is now mandatory from 1st January 2023, extending the 
implementation period by a further 12 months. 

 

1. Current Situation 

This document is an update of BV002329, the previous BVAA Brexit Guidelines for the PED, issued in 
December 2020. Its purpose is to assist BVAA members in planning their continuing compliance with 
the Pressure Equipment Directive (PED) 2014/68/EU and the equivalent UK regulation, the Pressure 
Equipment (Safety) Regulations 2016 (PER), following the UK exit from the European Union. 
 
The UK Government signed an agreement with the EU known as the Withdrawal Agreement in 2019 
and this entered into force on 31st January 2020 when the UK left the EU. The Withdrawal Agreement 
included an extensive protocol concerning arrangements in Northern Ireland allowing the UK to move 
into a transition period that was intended to allow a smooth and orderly exit from the EU. The 
transition period allowed the UK and EU time to work out and agree the details of their new 
relationship, it ended on 31st December 2020. 
 
Finally, at the end of 2020, the UK Government and the EU agreed the, much anticipated, trade deal 
that allowed the future trading relationship between them to be defined. Regrettably, the trade deal 
did not include a Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) to allow each party to recognise and accept 
approvals issued by the various approval bodies involved in regulations such as the PED and PER. The 
absence of an MRA between the UK and the EU has resulted in BVAA members facing duplication of 
approvals and documentation in the new post Brexit trading environment, the detail of which is 
outlined in these guidelines. 
 

2. Key Points Summary 

The diagram and notes below form a brief summary of the new trading relationship between the UK 
and the EU after 31st December 2020. It is strongly recommended that members consult with both 
their Notified and Approved Bodies regarding the detailed compliance points raised in this update.  
 
The 1st January 2021 marked the end of the transition period when UK Notified Bodies to the PED 
were no longer recognised for CE marked products. Following an announcement by the UK 
Government in August 2021, the 31st December 2022 now marks the end of the implementation 
period for the UKCA mark scheme. After this date manufacturers must comply with the approval 
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requirements for the UKCA mark scheme including the use of a UK based Approved Body for 
approvals were appropriate. However, as announced at a BEIS webinar 2nd September 2021, the UKCA 
mark does not have to be directly fixed to the product until 1st January 2024, allowing UKCA labels etc 
to be used until this time. 
 

Selling  2020  2021 2022 2023 2024 

INTO UK 
 

      

 

      

INTO NI 

 

      

INTO EU 
 

      

 

Diagram Notes  
1) CE Marking can continue to be used to sell in the UK market until 31st December 2021, provided 

the Notified Body is established in the EU.  

2) Existing stocks of pressure equipment ready to be placed on the market by 31st December 2020 

and certified by a UK based NB can still be placed on the market. 

3) The new UKCA mark can be applied to pressure equipment from 1st January 2021. Main-pressure 

bearing material certified by an EU Competent Body placed on the market prior to 1st January 

2023 may still be used in the manufacture of pressure equipment bearing the UKCA mark.  

4) The UKCA mark approval is mandatory after 1st January 2023 

5) UKCA marking must be directly affixed to product by 1st January 2024 as announced in BEIS 

webinar 2nd September 2021. 

6) Pressure Equipment sold into Northern Ireland must either be CE marked using a European 

Notified Body or CE UK(NI) marked if using a UK Approved Body.  

7) Placing applicable pressure equipment on the market in the EU continues to require a CE mark. 

8) From 1st January 2021 the CE mark must be approved by a Notified Body established in the EU. 

 
2.1. Main-pressure Bearing Material Certificates and Welding and NDE Approvals for Products 

Placed on the Market in Great Britain 

The use of the UKCA mark requires that, where appropriate, main-pressure bearing material 
certification is approved by a Competent Body or Recognised Third Party Organisation based in 
the UK. Similarly, Welding and NDE personnel and procedures, where appropriate, also need to 
be approved by either an Approved Body or a Recognised Third Party Organisation based in the 
UK.  
Many UK organisations such as BINDT for NDE have entered into agreements with similar EU 
based organisations to allow them to effectively issue dual approvals to comply with both the CE 
and UKCA requirements. 
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2.2. Exporting Goods from Great Britain into the EU 

From 1st January 2021 a distributor located in the EU and placing PED goods on the market 
assumed the responsibilities of an Importer under the PED, refer to 5.4.2. 
 
The Market Surveillance and Compliance Directive (MSC) EU 2019/1020 introduced on 16th July 
2021 affects the manufacturer / supplier based in Great Britain, placing PED goods on the market 
in the EU by direct shipment to the end user. It is necessary for the UK supplier to appoint an 
Authorised Representative, resident in the EU, to handle these directly shipped transactions, refer 
to 5.4.2. 
 

2.3. Importing Goods into the UK then Selling into the UK and EU 

From 1st January 2021 an organisation that is importing products that fall under the PED or PER 
into the UK and placing them on the market in the UK or the EU had to change the way they 
operated. Refer to 5.1 for more details on the requirements to place products falling under the 
PER on the market in Great Britain after 1st January 2021, with 5.2 and 5.3 covering the situation 
in Northern Ireland. Section 5.4 gives information on the requirements to place products, falling 
under the PED, on the market in the EU after 1st January 2021. 
 

3. Conformity Assessment Bodies - Simple Definitions 

The following multiple terms used in the PER / PED to describe conformity assessment bodies are 
often confusing. A simple definition of some of the terms is included below to aid understanding. 

 
i) Conformity Assessment Body - A body performing conformity assessment activities including 

calibration, inspection and testing. 

ii) Notified Body – A body approved by an EU member state to conduct assessments to specific 

conformity assessment modules or clauses of the PED. 

iii) UK Approved Body – A body, equivalent to a Notified Body under the PED, approved by the 

UK to conduct conformity assessment to specific modules of the PER and approve the UKCA 

marking of products.  

iv) Competent Body – A Conformity Assessment Body authorised by a member state and 

competent to accredit quality assurance systems, who has undergone a specific assessment 

for materials. 

v) Recognised Third Party Organisation – A Conformity Assessment Body who is authorised by a 

member state to conduct assessments for a specific series of activities under the PED such as 

welding or NDE. 

vi) Authorised Representative – An organisation based in a member state who is appointed by 

and acts on behalf of the manufacturer. They are authorised to carry out specific tasks on 

behalf of the manufacturer within the relevant state’s legislation. 
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4. UKCA Marking Scheme 

 
 

4.1. Timing and Requirement 

The UK Government has introduced a new product marking scheme called the UK Conformity 
Assessed marking (UKCA) as shown above. This scheme is designed to replace the CE mark on 
goods placed on the market in Great Britain (England Wales and Scotland) because the CE mark 
will no longer be recognised in this market after 31st December 2022. All applicable products 
placed on the market from 1st January 2023 must have UKCA marked on the product, where size 
allows. As was the case previously with the CE mark, if it is not possible to physically mark the 
product itself the UKCA mark must be placed on the packaging. The final stage of the introduction 
period is 31st December 2023, after which the UKCA mark must be directly affixed to the product. 
 
Following the agreement of the Northern Ireland Protocol the situation in Northern Ireland is now 
different from that in the rest of the UK. The UKCA mark will not be recognised for products 
placed on the market in Northern Ireland and the CE mark must continue to be used for 
applicable goods, see 5.2 and 5.3 for further information on Northern Ireland.  

 
The UKCA mark will apply to all pressure equipment that, pre Brexit, required a CE mark in order 
to be placed on the market in Great Britain. From 1st January 2021 the UKCA mark may be used to 
indicate compliance with the requirements of the UK Pressure Equipment (Safety) Regulations 
2016 (PER). However, the CE mark could also still be used, under certain circumstances, until 1st 
January 2023, see section 5 for further details. 

 
4.2. Regulatory Compliance 

The UK Pressure Equipment (Safety) Regulations 2016 (PER) is the legal document that adopts the 
PED into UK law. Applying the UKCA mark to a product indicates that it is compliant with the 
requirements of the PER rather than the PED. Standards that provide a presumption of 
conformity to the PER are known as Designated Standards, as opposed to Harmonised Standards, 
the name that is used to indicate standards fulfilling the same function under the PED. 
 
There are currently no plans to technically change the PER regulations and diverge from the 
requirements of the PED and the published list of Designated Standards (see 6.10) is currently 
identical to the list of Harmonised Standards.  If and when it is decided to make any changes to 
the PER it is expected that there will be a consultation process lasting several months/years 
between the UK Government and the pressure equipment industry. Therefore, in the 
short/medium term a valve that is technically compliant with the PED is extremely likely to also be 
compliant with the PER and so suitable to be placed on the market in the UK, subject to the 
appropriate approvals being in place. 

 
4.3. UKCA Accreditation Bodies 

Because of the absence of a MRA it is necessary to go through a separate, but similar, conformity 
assessment process to that required by the PED in order to apply the UKCA mark. Therefore, for 
Category II product and above, the services of a suitable UK Approved Body (described as a 
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Notified Body under the PED) are required. The number of the UK Approved Body must be 
included with the UKCA mark in the same way that it is for the CE mark. 
  
Some minor wording changes need to be made to existing documentation that was previously 
prepared for the PED in order to comply with the UKCA requirements. For example, all references 
related to product compliance in certification and technical documentation for the UKCA mark 
must be to the PER regulations rather than the PED. This change is considered necessary by the 
UK Government to ensure that all documents refer to regulations that are directly controlled by 
the UK.  

 
4.4. UK Approved Bodies 

UK Conformity Assessment Bodies have been appointed as UK Approved Bodies under the PER 
and accredited by UKAS. Most UK based Notified Bodies automatically had their PED status 
converted to that of a UK Approved Body under the PER. The UK Approved Bodies retained the 
same 4 digit identification number that they previously used for the PED. 
 
A new UK database, the UK Market Conformity Assessment Bodies (UKMCAB) has been set up, 
this is similar to the EU New Approach Notified and Designated Organisations (NANDO) database 
used for the PED. Reference to the new UK database allows BVAA members to confirm the 
accreditation status of any UK Approved Body, refer to 6.11 for further details. 
 
UK Approved Bodies have not been able to carry out conformity assessments to the PED from 1st 
January 2021 because they are no longer recognised by the EU. However, most major UK based 
Notified Bodies for pressure equipment accredited under the PED have put into place 
arrangements allowing them to continue to offer accreditation services to the PED by using 
affiliated Notified Bodies based in the EU. 

 
4.5. UK Transition Arrangements 

The EU allowed the transition period for the recognition of UK registered Notified Bodies 
accrediting products to the PED to run until 31st December 2020, as referenced in 4.4. However, 
the UK Government allowed a longer transition period before the adoption of the UKCA marking 
becomes mandatory. Products placed on the market in Great Britain bearing the CE mark remain 
compliant with the requirements of the PER until 31st December 2022, as long as the Notified 
Body accrediting the products is registered in the EU or a state with a valid recognition 
agreement.  

 

5. Requirements by Market 

This section summarises the requirements for pressure equipment currently subject to the PED, by 
market, from 1st January 2021 when the transition period ended. 
 
5.1. Selling into the Market in Great Britain 

5.1.1. Manufacturers Requirements 

All applicable pressure equipment may be placed on the market with a UKCA mark from 1st 
Jan 2021. CE marked products continue to be acceptable until 31st December 2022 provided 
the Notified Body is resident in the European Union, or in a state with an EU recognition 
agreement. From 1st January 2023 all applicable pressure equipment placed on the market 
in Great Britain must have a UKCA mark, the CE mark is no longer acceptable. Any pressure 
equipment bearing a CE mark that completed manufacture and was ready to place on the 
market by 31st December 2022 can still be sold as it was placed on the market before the 
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end of the transition period. Product supplied from Northern Ireland must comply with 
different rules, see 5.3. 
 

5.1.2. Importers Requirements 

Any organisation importing pressure equipment, or acting as a Manufacturer’s Authorised 
Representative, from the EU or a country outside the EU, and placing it on the market in 
Great Britain after 31st December 2020 assumes the responsibilities of an Importer and must 
meet the obligations as specified in the PER. This is likely to include many distributors of 
pressure equipment in Great Britain handling products manufactured in the EU or 
elsewhere.  
 
The main additional requirements of an Importer of pressure equipment, compared to a 
Distributor, are that the goods must be marked with the contact details of the Importer who 
has the responsibility to ensure that they are compliant. They are also responsible for 
checking and retaining compliant documentation for 10 years after the supply of goods. 
Further details are contained in the PER and it is strongly recommended that potential 
Importers should refer to these. 

 
5.1.3. Main-pressure Bearing Materials 

Under the UKCA marking scheme it is a requirement that all main pressure-bearing 
materials for products in Category II and above must have material certificates issued by a 
quality management system approved by a UK based accreditation body. Therefore, in 
order for the material to have a presumption of conformity to the PER, all ISO 9001 
certificates of material manufacturers for main-pressure bearing parts, and their EN 10204 
3.1 material certificates, must be accredited by a UK based Competent Body or Recognised 
Third Party Organisation when placed on the market after 31st December 2022. Material 
complying with the requirements of the PED and placed on the market before this time 
continue to be acceptable for use in pressure equipment placed on the market after this 
date. 
 

5.1.4. Welding and NDE  

Similar requirements to those for Competent Bodies referenced in 5.1.3 above apply for 
Recognised Third Party Organisations under the UKCA marking requirements. New weld 
procedures, welder qualifications, NDE procedures and operator qualifications will need to 
be approved by UK based Approved Bodies or Third Party Organisations prior to applying 
the UKCA marking to a finished product. However, pressure equipment may continue to be 
manufactured using existing welding and NDE procedures and qualifications that have been 
approved before 31st December 2022 and remain within their period of validity.  
 

5.2. Selling in Northern Ireland from Great Britain 

The requirements to place products on the market in Northern Ireland are different from those 
for Great Britain. In line with the Northern Ireland Protocol pressure equipment placed on the 
market in Northern Ireland after 1st January 2021 must continue to follow the requirements of the 
European Union. This means that they must continue to comply with the PED and where 
applicable they need to be CE marked. Further details of the CE marking procedures to follow are 
covered in section 5.4. 

In circumstances where a supplier of pressure equipment chooses to appoint a UK Approved 
Body, and they do not retain the services of a Notified Body based in the EU, an additional 
marking must be applied to applicable products. They must apply to their UK Approved Body to 
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use the CE mark accompanied by a UK(NI) mark. Please refer to 6.5 for links to further 
information. 

It is also important to note that the UKCA mark will not be recognised for goods placed on the 
market in Northern Ireland. Likewise, goods bearing the CE mark and the UK(NI) mark will not be 
recognised in the EU because they have been conformity assessed by a UK Approved Body that is 
not recognised in the EU. 

5.3. Selling in the United Kingdom from Northern Ireland 

If the pressure equipment manufacturer is based in Northern Ireland, the Northern Ireland 
Protocol is intended to ensure that they will continue to have full and free access to the UK and 
EU markets without the need to hold two sets of approvals. Therefore, unlike businesses based in 
Great Britain, Northern Ireland based pressure equipment manufacturers only need to continue 
to comply with the requirements of the PED and CE mark their products where applicable, in 
order to place goods on the market in either the UK or EU.  

If a Northern Ireland based pressure equipment supplier chooses to use a UK Approved Body then 
they must apply the UK(NI) mark as well as the CE mark and their goods will not be recognised as 
suitable to be placed on the market in the EU. 

5.4. Selling in the European Union from the United Kingdom 

5.4.1. Manufacturers Requirements 

In order to continue to sell into the EU after 1st January 2021 Pressure Equipment 
Manufacturers must continue to follow the requirements of the PED and use the services of 
a Notified Body based in the EU or from a state with an EU recognition agreement. If the 
pressure equipment manufacturer transfers their accreditation from a UK Notified Body to 
an EU based Notified Body, then the 4 digit NB number affixed to the product with the CE 
mark will change to that of the new Notified Body. 
 

5.4.2. Importers Requirements 

In order to place goods on the market in the EU after 1st January 2021 a UK based pressure 
equipment supplier needs the services of an Importer under the requirements of the PED. If 
a GB based pressure equipment supplier previously used a distributor in the EU, that 
distributor must become an Importer meeting the obligations specified in Article 8 of the 
PED.  
 
The main additional requirements in the PED of an Importer of pressure equipment 
compared to a Distributor, is that the goods must be marked with the contact details of the 
Importer and they have the responsibility to ensure that they are compliant. They are also 
responsible for checking compliant documentation and retaining it for 10 years after the 
supply of goods has been completed.  
  

From 16th July 2021, if a GB based supplier places goods directly on the market in the EU and 
ships directly to the EU end user without using an Importer, it is now necessary to appoint 
an Authorised Representative based in the EU. This requirement came into effect following 
the introduction of a new market surveillance and product compliance (MSC) directive 
designated 2019/1020. 
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6. Useful information 

The following links relate to the UK Government guidance that forms the basis of this Brexit update. It 
is recommended that these documents are reviewed frequently in the months up to 1st January 2023 
as they continue to be revised as the transition period progresses. 
 
6.1. UKCA Marking Guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-mark-from-1-january-2021#check-whether-you-
will-need-to-use-the-new-ukca-marking 
 

6.2. Using the UKCA Mark 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-mark-from-1-january-2021 
 

6.3. UK Conformity Assessment Bodies Information 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conformity-assessment-bodies-change-of-status-from-1-january-

2021 

6.4. Placing Manufactured Goods on the Market in Great Britain after 1st January 2021  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-market-in-great-britain-from-

1-january-2021 

6.5. Placing Manufactured Goods on the Market in Northern Ireland after 1st January 2021 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-

protocol/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol-section-two-moving-goods-from-

great-britain-to-northern-ireland#great-britain-to-northern-ireland-manufactured-goods 

6.6. Placing Manufactured Goods on the Market in EU after 1st January 2021 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-eu-market-from-1-january-

2021 

6.7. UK Pressure Equipment (Safety) Regulations 2016 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pressure-equipment-safety-regulations-2016 
 
6.8. EU NANDO Database of Notified Bodies under the PED 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-
databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=directive.notifiedbody&dir_id=153841 
Link to database showing approved EU Market Conformity Assessment Bodies such as Notified 
Bodies for the PED. 
 

6.9. Guidance on MSC Directive EUR 2019/1020 Relating to exporting goods to the EU  

DocsRoom - European Commission (europa.eu) 
 

6.10. UK Designated Standards 

Designated standards - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  
  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-mark-from-1-january-2021#check-whether-you-will-need-to-use-the-new-ukca-marking
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-mark-from-1-january-2021#check-whether-you-will-need-to-use-the-new-ukca-marking
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-mark-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conformity-assessment-bodies-change-of-status-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conformity-assessment-bodies-change-of-status-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-market-in-great-britain-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-market-in-great-britain-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol-section-two-moving-goods-from-great-britain-to-northern-ireland#great-britain-to-northern-ireland-manufactured-goods
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol-section-two-moving-goods-from-great-britain-to-northern-ireland#great-britain-to-northern-ireland-manufactured-goods
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol-section-two-moving-goods-from-great-britain-to-northern-ireland#great-britain-to-northern-ireland-manufactured-goods
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-eu-market-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-eu-market-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pressure-equipment-safety-regulations-2016
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=directive.notifiedbody&dir_id=153841
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=directive.notifiedbody&dir_id=153841
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/44908
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6.11. UK Market Conformity Assessment Bodies 

UK Market Conformity Assessment Bodies - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
Link to database showing approved UK Market Conformity Assessment Bodies such as UK Approved 
Bodies for the PER. 
 

For further access to useful links to Government guidelines on this subject please refer to the BVAA.org.uk 
homepage. The information linked to the homepage will be continually updated as new guidance becomes 
available. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Peter Dix 
 
BVAA Principal Technical Consultant 

https://www.gov.uk/uk-market-conformity-assessment-bodies?uk_market_conformity_assessment_body_type%5B%5D=approved-body&uk_market_conformity_assessment_body_legislative_area%5B%5D=equipment-and-protective-systems-intended-for-use-in-potentially-explosive-atmospheres&uk_market_conformity_assessment_body_legislative_area%5B%5D=pressure-equipment

